Cambridge Ordinary Level
3180 Arabic June 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 3180/01
Composition

Key messages

Candidates should expand their range of vocabulary by reading a rich variety of materials.
Candidates need to improve in using paragraphing effectively.

Many candidates used punctuation marks correctly, but further improvement is needed in this area.
Practice use of i sals ¢\s with the nominal sentence. dsauy! dlaall

Learn correct conjugation of verbs, the use of ¢aiin the past tense.

Practise use of correct cases of the verb, particularly the jussive and the subjunctive.

Differentiate between the use of the hamza: (ahdll 8 jea 5 Jua sl 5 jan 2allg)

Candidates should adhere to the word limits specified.

General comments

The overall performance of the candidates was good. This year a general improvement in candidates’ style
of writing was noted. Many candidates adhered to the word limits specified in the question paper. Some
candidates exceeded the specified word limits: candidates should be reminded that going beyond this does
not improve the quality of the work presented and may indeed increase the likelihood of errors occurring. It
seemed that some candidates were over-reliant on material memorised in advance, which was not always
relevant or used in an appropriate way. Candidates can improve their writing skills by expanding their range
of reading materials to enrich their vocabulary and by receiving more practice in writing compositions.

Comments on specific questions

Section A — Letter, Report, Dialogue or Speech

(a) Write a letter to your friend explaining the reasons for not attending his/her birthday party
last week.

This was the most popular question and most candidates coped well with it. It was noted that many
candidates scored high marks. However, candidates should be reminded to read the question
carefully before beginning to answer, and to ensure that they have answered the specific question
asked. It was clearly obvious that some candidates used pre-learnt and memorised introductory
forms of greeting and pleasantries. Teachers must be alerted to this, so that this matter does not
repeat itself. This will allow candidates to show their creativity and help them write distinct topics.

(b) Imagine you are giving a speech at the Youth Club. Write what you will say about the
importance of keeping your city clean.

This topic was the least popular and there was a mixed response to this question. Most candidates
found this question very challenging, only a very few candidates responded to this question.
However, candidates who responded to this question did well while others did not answer the
question in the style required. Arabic language teachers should pay attention to these
observations, follow up with candidates, and train them in the arts of writing. In particular, train
them to write reports on different topics.

(c) Write a dialogue that is taking place between you and the school’s chess champion, in
which you ask him his opinion about this hobby.
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This was the second most popular option of the three. This option requires specific practice and
there were some good pieces where candidates were able to construct a realistic dialogue,
formulating questions correctly and including a range of vocabulary. However, some candidates
struggled to form questions and included very few details. Candidates should be encouraged to
practice more role plays on various topics.

Section B — Essay
(a) Describe a museum you visited recently in your city.

This was the third most popular choice; many candidates provided a clear description of the place.
The narrative was frequently competently executed. However, some candidates dwelt at too great
a length on the description of what they did before they visited the museum without describing the
museum which led to loss of marks. The quality of the language used was variable, but many
candidates showed confidence in the use of the necessary vocabulary as well as a variety of
appropriate structures.

(b) You found an old picture of a beautiful horse on your grandfather’s desk. When you asked
him about it, he said... Narrate what happened next.

This option was the second most popular choice. Overall, some candidates performed well on this
question, and they produced interesting narratives, However, there were some grammatical slips in
candidates’ responses. Candidates can improve their writing skills by receiving more practice in
writing compositions and by expanding their range of reading materials to enrich their vocabulary
and to consolidate points of grammar.

(c) Describe the ceremony at your school in which you received the ‘Best Actor’ award.

Although fewer candidates chose this option and it was the least done of the four, it resulted in
some strong answers. Some candidates found it difficult to say enough about receiving the ‘Best
Actor’ award. They were some occasional grammatical errors arising from attempts to use
sophisticated structures.

(d) Some say that doing a job that you like is more important than earning a lot of money. Do
you agree?

This question was the most popular question, and it was attempted by a good number of
candidates. The title and subject matter were within the experience of candidates, and many made
good use of a wide range of vocabulary. There were opportunities to use descriptive language and
to express opinions and preferences. However, some candidates should be reminded to pay
attention to the rubric concerning word limits.

Some examples of spelling mistakes such as:

Frequent mistakes Correct form
Sadla Sl
S ) A s
Sy oA
Slla Sia
shad Euad
L] il
L el
e DS
Al M
&) L'I;.':} aels )
G b e EE LB
OsSE gl sl OsSE gl sa )
| ga  SUI ) s (SN )
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Other grammatical mistakes

Incorrect correct
adls gas Qaagg Ldla gaa Caan g
Gaassl Eud U chaash Y Ul
=3 i ol O = s o s
O Ol gl e oIS Loy o) eall e o8
slalall Lgy 5ald slalall g, 18
el 43 5] el iy
Y e s (B ALY G o (B
o s o il
psll & el dad gaa Jany (IS asdll b lels aud o Jery (IS

Recommendations:

e Candidates should practise grammar especially the simple rules of:
@#Uuﬂd\ il gdl g oy O\ cdall g adall g Lalf B Jab

e Candidates should practise .stllg sUall ¢ 131 g Cpaead) Bl g QS 2y Saaall)

e Candidates need to practise different writing skills to widen their horizon and have more chance to find
their best option.

e Candidates should be encouraged to read the questions in both Arabic and English, as they are
sometimes more skilled in one language than the other, to eliminate their chance of misunderstanding
the prompt.

e Candidates should be encouraged to plan their writing on the blank page, especially in Section B,
where they are required to write more words than in Section A. They should learn how to balance
writing the introduction, body and ending, using appropriate linking/connecting words or phrases, and
sticking to the word count.

e Candidates should be encouraged to read different types of writing to improve their writing skills.
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ARABIC

Paper 3180/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages
Overall, the performance of candidates was good and the topics seemed to be of interest and relevance to

the age group. The paper differentiated well between candidates’ levels, assessing translation and reading
skills.

General comments

There is still a need to train candidates on expanding their range of vocabulary by reading more Arabic texts.
Also, there is need to practise translation techniques: paragraphing, connectives, adjectives and the use of
prepositions correctly in both languages.

It was noticed that most candidates were more able in translating from Arabic to English which highlights the
need to improve writing skills in applying Arabic grammatical structures and spelling.

Examiners pointed out these particular areas:

Writing the ends of the verbs with Ta marbouta (3) 4&xs

Not applying the right possessive pronoun endings ¢z = | 1S -a& 2JaY)

Using long and short vowels incorrectly Lo -Uii jlia

Avoid using colloquial spoken dialect. (i -5

The plural verbs 33

Poor quality handwriting.

Correct conjugation when using prepositions or connectors such as </« with definite nouns
OV s G G e s

Incorrect use of prepositions (* o

Incorrect use of demonstrative pronouns ) a38Y)

Identify the correct meaning of linking words Wi -ladie — Laiy

Using definite article ‘the’ and ‘idafa’ construct correctly a3Y! ailia — 4 skl 23Y!

Comments on specific questions

Section A

Question 1 Translation from Arabic to English.

The text was a story which most candidates found easy to understand.
Examiners noticed the following:

Incorrect spelling of words such as, stopped, continuously, solution, to choose, decision, honour, danger,
excuse, and wisdom.

S1: Using ‘where’ instead of ‘when’
S4: ‘poorness’ instead of ‘poverty’
S5: ‘met, went, grouped’ instead of ‘gathered, congregated, got together’.
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Also, ‘around, before, near’ instead of ‘in front of . The translation of ‘judge’s house, governor’s residence’
instead of ‘king’s castle’.

S6: Some ignored the importance of translating ‘for them’ and translated it to ‘to find a solution’ which
changed the meaning.

S10: ‘carry, transfer, pass’ instead of ‘convey’.

S13: Inaccurate verbs for «»a25 such as, ‘shocked, exclaimed, feared, confused’.

S15: Inappropriate terms of addressing royalty, such as, ‘hey king, you king, Dear king’.

S18 and 19: The accurate grammatical structure of conditional ‘if’ phrases.

S22: Use of ‘them’ to refer to money.

S26: The verb «ac!| was incorrectly translated as ‘confused, surprised, exclaimed’

S30: ‘intelligence, confidence, attitude, stance’ for ‘wisdom’.

Question 2 Translation from English to Arabic
The level of performance and accuracy in this question was less than Question 1.
Examiners noticed the following:

Incorrect spelling of words such as,

LaisadlfAald 45l fAiball sy jai/Adlaal/s shall/AS allfci) pal) [ i g

S1: Inability of a good number of candidates to translate ‘in the 1920s’ correctly.

S$3: Not observing the rule of deleting the &>l &5 in the idafaa construct 228N xila

S5: Use of (i sa (e Y e

S9: Many candidates used the present tense instead of the past, as in ‘which matched’ Gl Clile/cisa

S11: Incorrect use of singular feminine pronoun for ‘films’

S14: Some skipped translating ‘the main’

S17: Many did not translate the connector ‘while’ accurately.

S20, 31 132;, 34,35,39 and 40: agreement of verb and subject was not maintained, for example
Daval gl Gl YA ) 238V 2ae /i ) (5 jla Gt [ e ) pal) Al

S21 Incorrect translation of key words, such as, ‘artists’ translated as ¢ stias — (5 salas )

S28: Very few translated ‘colour photography’ as ¢ skl _n a3l or ‘colour methods’ as ¢x il 3k

Section B: Reading Comprehension

The text was about the value of Reading. Candidates found it accessible and of interest and relevance.
Candidates should be encouraged to write in their own words and avoid copying full sentences from the text
and use correct spelling and clear handwriting.

Examiners noticed the following:
Most candidates were able to answer Questions 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8 correctly.
Question 6

Some managed to only give only one of the 3 required answers and that is due to lack of understanding the
key words in the question. As well as their inability to identify that the idea of learning many disciplines
included three examples; knowledge of history, art and literature. They considered the three examples as the
three ways of making a learned person a cultured one.

Question 9

Many candidates only got one correct answer. This is due to two things, firstly, that they had to manipulate
the language so that the answer can be correct, otherwise copying and pasting from the text will not provide
the answer correct. Secondly, that they had to differentiate between the main idea ‘reading enables one to
relax’ and the results of this. The second idea of ‘increasing self-confidence’ was only mentioned by few
candidates.
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Question 10

Many candidates got only two marks as they tended to copy the last few phrases from the text without
thinking that one of the ideas in the last phrases ‘grab a book’ is already in the stem of the question so
cannot be accepted as an answer.

Question 11

Examiners noticed the following:

Although many candidates responded well to this question and managed to write the correct meaning of

three words, some tried to write the meaning of all 5 words but only got three correct. Very few could not
write the correct meaning due to using dialect or because of serious spelling mistakes, such as:

Akl 5 dyhall
&J)é ‘9‘ L‘}uLw‘
aall ) Jaeal)

The most popular combination of words was: 4 slxall - sa 55 -cale
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